December 20, 1962 





Mr.John J. Ford, dr. 
176 Hendrickson 
Rockville Center 
Long Island, New York 


Dear John: 


I have thought out the Bradbeer matter to the best of my abil-~ 
ity in view of your letter of December 1) and if something 
must be done quickly, as Arnold Perl desires, I am not in a 
position to participate. I will not be a part of writing 
anything which is not oriented toward a top quaiity under- 
takinge 
I assume that it is required of you that Bradbeer's name is 

to be used as author and I therefore suggest that you publish 
the book as a reprint of Bradbeer's document and point out 

when it was written and that it was not finally checked by 
Bradbeer himself. Then you could publish a separate up-to-date 
price list in a pocket corresponding to the numbering system 
which Bradbeer uses indicating the prices of collectible issues. 
That might be enough to satisfy the public so as to sell the 
book particularly if the prices are high enough (Picker is 

the man for that). Miller's book,on tokens, was virtually 

a copy of old material with a fancy pricing schedule. four 
material has not been published before so it has that extra 
advantage. If you work along these lines I know you will 

put in a protective comment indicating that the item is pub- 
lished in its present form rather than waiting for years for 
correcting and revision and the incorporation of data which 

was published in the interim. I know this is not the kind 

of a publication you like to be associated with. It will 

at least bring to the public some new data even though it 
ineludes some data which is old and some which is incorrect. 


I hope I have been helpful. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P,NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCTETY 
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August 1h, 1963_ 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 

Long Island, New York 


Dear John: 


. You are getting into an unnecessary compli- 
cation, in my opinion, as to the Bradbeer manuscript. 
Its quality is worse than poor. You hope to publish 
something on Colonial Curreney, yourself, and yet 
you, personally, are going to be a party trying to 
arrange for Criswell or Whitman to publish the thing. 
I have no idea what kind of commitment you have with 
Bradbeer's son through Perl, but you are putting 
yourself in a highly inconsistent position. If you 
eventually publish something on the same subject 

and were a party to the sale of the manuscript then 
you leave yourself open for criticism and threats 

of suit. Sometimes I think you need a guardian just 
like, sometimes, you think I need one. Let Bradbeer 
and Perl do whatever they want with the manuscript 
but you should stay out of it. 


You have asked to have my personal guarantee 
that I will not collaborate with Whitman. This is 
worse than a loyalty oath. There has already been 
adequate correspondence with Whitman and you on how 
I felt about my loyalty to you in the matter and 
you ought to be ashamed to ask me for a personal 
guarantee. You know I have no financial motives in 
publishing and hope never to associate myself in 
any project which I do not believe is other than of 
top quality. You have been associating with conniving 
coin dealers and collectors so long that you have 


~2e August lh, 1963 
Mr.dohn Jd. Ford, Jr. 


lost your confidence in some people who try to act 
reasonably and fairly with you. I will try to 
exercise fair judgment always. 


You asked me if I have made a photostatie 
copy of What Bradboer wrote. Why? I advised you 
when I last saw you in New York. Is there any 
promise or moral commitment with Perl or otherwise? 


For your own sake, drop the Bradbeer matter 


back where it came from. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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« > | REPLY MESSAGE 


‘ 


DR irmaaladeie FROM GRAYARC CO., 882 THIRD AVE., BROOKLYN 32, N.Y. 


FROM 


JOHN J. FORD, JR. 


NUMISMATIST 
176 HENDRICKSON AVENUE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y. 





DATE: Sept... 1963 


ron A rf ice: 
On Friday, after talking to you, I decided to call Perl, and get the Bradbyer Colonial, 
Continental Paper Money manuscript squared away. I got his son, and was surprised that he 
was in the hospital with a heart attack. 
: Therefore, I wrote him the enclosed letter. It should be self explanatory. 

As you may, or may not know, I made a formal offer re publication of the manuscript, 
Tate last fall. It was obviously a mistake to do so, but Perl was acting as agent, and I 
wanted to get into the act, as he was talking to Whitman and the Gimbel's set-up, at the 
same time. Needless to say, I made the proposition without having your report as to the 
quality of the Bradbyer work. Luckily, Perl, acting as agent, came back with tougher 
terms, and I stalled. I stalled long enough to get the pa er work back from you. Then, I 
told Perl that 1 did not want to go through with the deal. He got angry, and 1 offered 
to help him, with the other boys. 

So much for the story. 

I am glad to be out of the woods; even though I'm not quite all the way out as yete 

While you are hustling with Harley Freeman, why don't you find out what kind of a 
library he has, and see if you can get that, along with>(orieven before) the paper money. 





29, een ee Ser cee ae a SC ene neers reign i's Ae eS 


PLEASE REPLY TO -———> SIGNED (iF 


Me 


Rie ia ee 


DATE SIGNED 


NN dh 


SEND WHITE AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBONS INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 


GRAYARC CO., BROOKLYN 32, N. Y. 
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JOHN J. FORD, JR. 
NUMISMATIST 
176 HENDRICKSON AVENUE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y. 


‘DATE: Sept. 1h, 1963 
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May 20, 1965 






Dear \ Bradbyer: 


I had anticinated writing to you before this with 
word of a final agreement for the vurchase of your 
father's boox, but this has suddenly become a contro- 
versial subject and I cannot pursue it further. 


My vrovosal, as presented to the Roard, met a 
lukewarm reception -- if fact, most members did not 
bother to vote on it. One member, who is assisting - 
with the preparation of another book on Colonial Paper 
Money, was definitely opposed. 


I feel that this nroject would have been a good 
thing for the Society, but it would have meant a lot 
of work for me and I am not interested in making *he 
effort without the wholehearted sunport of everyone 
concerned. | 


IT appreciate your cooperation in working out 4 
tentative arrangement with me, and I regret that we 
cannot conclude it. I will return the copy of the 
manuscrivt to Mr. Perl, or send it elsewhere, as 
you direct. 


Sincerely, 


QVeigioae Signed By 


G. We WATS 


All Officers and Members of 
the Board of the Society 


